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The City of Many Faces

OFFICIAL STATEMENT BY HER WORSHIP CLLR FRANSINA NDATEELELA KAHUNGU, DEPUTY MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WINDHOEK, AT THE OCCASION OF THE MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 27 OCTOBER 2016, COUNCIL CHAMBERS
TIME: 18:00

Pastor Dr. Nwagboso Goody of Light of the World Ministries

Honourable Councilors,

Mr. Fillemon Hambuda Acting Chief Executive Officer, Strategic Executives and other Officials of the City of Windhoek
Esteemed Windhoek Residents,

Members of the Media,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good Evening!
At the onset, allow me to register an apology from His Worship Cllr Muesee Kazapua, our Mayor and Chairperson of the Council, who could not be here to lead this evening’s Council deliberations, as he is away, attending to other equally important meetings.

I am therefore pleased to welcome you in this August House, as we gather here for yet another Council Meeting. It is amazing to notice how time flies. Just few months ago it was January, now in one month time, December will be here. Naturally, December’s arrival signals the beginning of the time to take stock of what we have done throughout the year.

Hon Councillors, Ladies and Gentlemen!

As it was announced at our last Council Meeting, the second round of Public Meetings for the year 2016 were launched by His Worship the Mayor on Saturday, 22 October 2016, at the UN Plaza. The meetings’ schedule indicating dates, times and venues were communicated through the media and public notice boards around the City.

The foundation of democracy is public participation which the Council of the City of Windhoek has since inception embraced. We believe that residents should be afforded an opportunity to actively decide as to what kind of city they want to live in; and equally understand their civic responsibilities.

I would therefore like to appeal to our residents to acquaint themselves with the schedules, in order for them not to miss these important meetings, which will kick-off this weekend, on 29 October 2016.
Hon Councillors, Dear Residents, 
On Sunday, 16 October 2016, Windhoek joined other cities of the world, in commemorating the World Food Day, at an event held at Van Rhyn Primary School in Windhoek West. This year, the United Nations declared that the theme of this year should be: “Climate Change: "Climate is changing. Food and agriculture must too”.
Growing food in a sustainable way means adopting practices that produce more with less in the same area of land and use natural resources wisely. It also means reducing food losses before the final product or retail stage through a number of initiatives, including better harvesting, storage, packing, transport, infrastructure, market mechanisms, as well as institutional and legal frameworks. 

As Local Authority Councillors, we are charged with the responsibility of looking after our residents, albeit the fact that we lack adequate resources. I am therefore confident that Council, together with our stakeholders such as the World Future Council, will work tirelessly to solve the problems of residents living in poverty and difficult circumstances within the boundaries of the City of Windhoek. 

As we gather here, we must recognize that there are thousands of our residents, who do not have access to food and nutrition required to lead a healthy and productive life. We must therefore admit that we all have the responsibility to promote a functioning food system that fully meet national food security needs. 

Hon Councillors, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The City of Windhoek is a strong believer in the concept of ‘Live Globally, Act Locally’. As a result, the City has adopted an International Relations Policy through which it engages various development partners across the globe. As part of this policy, we continue to share our experiences and tap into best practices. 

As testimony to this, this month saw Windhoek signing a Memorandum of Understanding and a Sister City Agreement with two prominent cities of the world; being the Nantong Municipal People’s Government, China, and the City of San Antonio, USA, respectively. 

At a ceremony held on 21 October 2016, the City of Windhoek and the Nantong Municipal People’s Government signed a Memorandum of Understanding. Amongst others, the two cities consent that they will gradually expand diversified exchanges and co-operation in terms of economy, culture, skills development, sports, tourism, youth exchange program, infrastructure development and health for the common development and win-win results. They also agreed to promote the pragmatic exchanges and co-operation through joint efforts in the areas of Infrastructure and housing, Co-operation in water management solutions; Training and skills development; and 
Promote technical exchange and investment in renewable energy solutions including photo voltaic, solar and wind energy. 

As I have already alluded to, the city also signed a Sister City Cooperation Agreement with the City of San Antonio, USA, at a ceremony held in these Chambers yesterday. The two cities agreed to cooperate on areas of renewable energy, resource management, and urban development amongst others. 
Apart from signing a Sister City Cooperation Agreement, Councilwoman Mrs. Ivy Taylor, Mayor of the City of San Antonio brought with her a very powerful business delegation, which was drawn from different economic sectors. Since the arrival of Mayor Taylor and delegation on Saturday, 22 October 2016, we have been very busy in discussions and meetings with various sectoral representatives. 
Yesterday, we held a business seminar at NIPAM where the San Antonio business delegation had an opportunity to engage their Namibian counterparts from different sectors. The delegates were taken to different sites of interests, including the housing projects and water reclamation plant. Mayor Taylor had an opportunity to share her experience on Sustainable Housing and Community Development at the NUST which was well attended. 
With these remarks, once more again, welcome
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